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INSTITUTIONS  REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 


OR  GrANIZA  TION, \  1899-1000 . 


WILLIAM  T.  SEDGWICK, 

INSTITUTIONS  REGISTRAR. 
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CHIEF  SETTLEMENT  DIVISION. 

JOHN  KOREN, 


CHIEF  STATISTICAL  DIVISION. 


Office  of  the  Institutions  Registrar, 
28  Court  Square, 

Boston,  March  2,  1900. 


Hon.  Thomas  N.  Hart, 


Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston : 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  condition 
and  doings  of  the  Institutions  Registration  Department  for 
the  year  ending  January  31,  1900. 


The  Institutions  Registration  Department. 

The  Institutions  Registration  Department  was  created  by 
an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  1897,  entitled  “An  Act  to  es¬ 
tablish  separate  Departments  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the 
care  of  Children,  Paupers,  Insane  Persons  and  Criminals.” 
Under  this  act  four  departments  corresponding  respectively 
to  the  classes  mentioned  were  established  and,  in  addition,  a 
fifth,  known  as  the  Institutions  Registration  Department. 
The  first  three  of  these  departments  were  placed  in  the  care 
of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  the  fourth  in  the  hands  of  a  Com¬ 
missioner,  and  the  fifth  in  charge  of  a  Registrar.  The  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  statute,  as  therein  expressed,  in  regard  to  the 
Institutions  Registration  Department  appears  to  have  been  the 
creation  of  a  central  bureau  of  investigation,  registration  and 
statistical  study,  of  all  the  dependents  and  delinquents  in 
charge  of  the  city  for  the  aid  and  better  information  of  those 
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having  them  in  charge  and  with  a  view  to  the  more  com¬ 
plete  co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the  several  institutional 
departments. 

Institutions  Registrar. 

At  the  outset  it  seemed  to  those  concerned  and  interested 
in  the  new  arrangements  for  administering  the  public  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  city  that  it  would  be  wise  to  allow  the  Institu¬ 
tions  Registration  Department  to  develop  somewhat  slowly 
and  tentatively  in  order  that  methods  by  which  it  should  be 
of  the  highest  service  might  gradually  be  worked  out  as  the 
result  of  experience.  Accordingly,  the  office  of  Institutions 
Registrar  was  not  filled  until  recently,  the  Penal  Institutions 
Commissioner,  Mr.  E.  C.  Marshall,  and  afterwards,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Pauper  Institutions  Trustees,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Sedgwick,  having  served  successively  as  Acting  Institutions 
Registrar.  On  the  resignation  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Pau¬ 
per  Institutions  Trustees  from  that  Board  he  was  formally 
appointed  Institutions  Registrar.  The  following  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to  this  matter  is  here  incorporated  as  a  matter 
of  record : 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  12,  1899. 
Ernest  C.  Marshall,  Esq., 

Acting  Institutions  Registrar ,  28  Court  square  : 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  time  has  now  come  when  I  feel  able  to  relieve 
you  of  the  duties  of  Acting  Institutions  Registrar,  which  you  have 
kindly  assumed,  at  my  request,  in  addition  to  the  large  duties  of 
your  own  office  since  the  act  creating  it  went  into  effect.  I  feel 
particularly  desirous  of  relieving  you  of  this  work  and  responsibility 
before  the  very  large  work  connected  with  the  camp  for  boys  and 
the  summer  excursions  for  children  is  added  to  your  regular  work, 
and  I  also  feel  that,  while  I  am  not  ready  at  this  time  to  make  any 
permanent  appointment  to  the  office  of  Institutions  Registrar,  it 
will  be  better,  in  view  of  my  intention,  at  the  desire  of  the  chair¬ 
men  of  four  of  the  Boards  interested  in  the  registration  office,  to 
attach  Mr.  John  Koren  to  its  work,  to  place  it  upon  a  somewhat 
new  basis.  I  have  accordingly  appointed  Professor  Sedgwick  as 
Acting  Registrar,  to  take  office  from  June  14,  and  he  has  agreed  to 
assume  this  duty.  Two  divisions  are  to  be  created  in  the  office,  a 
Settlement  Division  and  a  Statistics  Division,  and  Mr.  Gilman  will 
continue  at  the  head  of  the  former,  while  Mr.  Koren  will  be  ap¬ 
pointed  as  head  of  the  latter. 

With  full  appreciation  of  the  services  which  you  have  rendered  as 
Acting  Registrar,  and  of  the  zeal  which  you  have  brought  to  the 
performance  of  its  duties,  I  am 

Yours  very  truly, 

Josiah  Quincy, 

Mayor. 
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Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  12,  1899. 
Professor  William  T.  Sedgwick,  20  Chestnut  street: 

Dear  Sir,  —  You  are  hereby  appointed  Acting  Institutions  Regis¬ 
trar,  to  take  office  from  and  after  June  14,  1899.  In  accordance 
with  our  conversation,  it  is  my  desire  that  you  should  create  at 
once  two  divisions  of  this  office  —  a  Settlement  Division  and  a  Sta¬ 
tistical  Division  —  and  that  you  should  appoint  Mr..  John  E.  Gilman 
as  head  of  the  former,  and  Mr.  John  Ivoren  as  head  of  the  latter 
division. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Josiah  Quincy, 

Mayor. 

In  conformity"  with  this  letter  the  changes  ordered  were 
immediately  made. 

Office  of  the  Mayor. 

City  Hall,  December  0,  1899. 

Prof.  William  T.  Sedgwick, 

20  Chestnut  street ,  Boston: 

Dear  Sir,  —  You  are  hereby  appointed  Institutions  Registrar  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1900,  to  serve,  in  accordance  with  your 
own  desire,  without  pay. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Josiah  Quincy, 
Mayor. 


Functions  of  the  Department. 

To  the  head  of  this  department  are  entrusted  by  law  cer¬ 
tain  definite  functions,  namely,  the  investigation  of  “  all 
questions  relating  to  the  settlement  of  paupers,  to  the  com¬ 
mitment  of  the  insane,  or  to  the  agency  for  discharged 
prisoners,  or  to  any  rights,  duties  or  liabilities  connected 
therewith,”  besides  certain  less  definite  functions  “  relating 
to  the  accounts  and  to  the  collection,  registration  and  tabula¬ 
tion  of  statistics.” 

Investigation  of  Settlements. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  work  of  this  department  is 
connected  with  the  investigation  of  the  settlements  of  the 
dependents  of  the  city  —  insane  paupers,  adult  paupers  not 
insane  and  pauper  children.  This  is  often  a  serious  and 
delicate  undertaking,  in  view  of  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining 
positively  the  facts  in  many  of  the  cases.  Messengers  of 
capacity  and  skill  have  to  be  employed  to  visit  the  persons  in 
question,  or  their  relatives  or  friends,  and  often  questions  of 
law  of  great  nicety  must  be  skilfully  weighed.  A  large  part 
of  the  force  and  a  large  portion  of  the  time  of  those  employed 
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in  this  department  are  devoted  to  this  end.  Failure  to  do 
this  work  well  would  mean  the  imposition  of  serious  and 
unjust  burdens  on  the  city  treasury.  The  total  number  of 
settlements  thus  investigated  during  the  past  year  is  4,932. 

In  the  case  of  paupers  not  insane,  whether  children  or 
adults,  these  problems  are  by  no  means  simple,  but  in  the 
case  of  the  insane  they  are  further  complicated  by  the  fact 
that  a  large  portion  of  these  dependents  are  supported  by  the 
city  of  Boston  in  the  insane  hospitals  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  bills  for  such  support  are  rendered  quarterly  by  the 
State,  and  require  the  most  careful  investigation  by  this 
department  before  they  can  be  safely  approved.  In  order  to 
convey  some  idea  of  the  detail  involved  in  this  work,  a  sum¬ 
mary  is  given  on  pages  14  and  15  of  the  number  of  insane 
paupers  belonging  to  the  city^  of  Boston,  but  supported  in 
State  hospitals  and  paid  for  by  Boston  (after  investigation 
by  this  department). 

Admission  of  Paupers  to  Almshouses  and  Commit¬ 
ment  of  the  Insane. 

The  Institutions  Registrar,  by  special  request  of  the 
Pauper  Institutions  Trustees,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
general  spirit  of  the  statute  creating  this  department,  acts  as 
the  agent  of  that  Board  in  determining  the  admission  of 
paupers  to  the  almshouses  of  the  city.  During  the  year 
under  consideration  he  has  admitted  to  the  Boston  Alms¬ 
house  and  Hospital  on  Long  Island  T13  paupers;  to  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse,  52,  and  to  the  Massachusetts  Hos¬ 
pital  for  Consumptives,  5.  Acting  in  a  similar  capacity  for 
the  Trustees  for  Children,  5  admissions  have  been  made  to 
the  Marcella-street  Home.  Of  pauper  applicants  for  ad¬ 
mission  to  Boston  almshouses,  1,689  have  been  sent  to  the 
State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury  and  31  to  the  State  Alms¬ 
house  at  Bridgewater,  these  having  been  found  to  have  no 
settlement  in  Boston. 

Standing  in  a  somewhat  different  relation  to  the  Insane 
Hospital  Trustees,  the  Institutions  Registrar  has  supervised 
commitment  to  the  Observation  Hospital  at  Deer  Island  of 
245  persons;  to  the  Boston  Insane  Hospital,  278;  Danvers 
Insane  Hospital,  26  ;  Taunton,  71 ;  Worcester,  51 ;  West- 
boro,  112  ;  Bridgewater  Insane  Asylum,  7  ;  the  Hospital  for 
Dipsomaniacs,  206,  and  the  Hospital  for  Epileptics,  16. 

Persons  alleged  to  be  insane  must  by  law  be  examined  by 
two  competent  physicians  before  being  committed  by  court. 
Paupers  form  no  exception  to  this  law,  and  two  experts,  Dr. 
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George  F.  Jelly  and  Dr.  Thomas  Waterman,  are  regularly 
employed  by  this  department  on  this  highly  important  ser¬ 
vice.  In  certain  cases  observation  for  a  brief  period  is 
necessary  in  order  to  determine  the  fact  of  sanity  or  insanity, 
and  for  this  purpose  use  has  been  made  as  hitherto,  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  of  the 
hospital  at  Deer  Island  and  of  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Roche, 
physician  in  charge.  As  is'  well  known,  however,  Deer 
Island  is  a  penal  establishment,  and  it  may  properly  be  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  paupers  not  criminals  should  be  sent  to  the 
Deer  Island  Hospital  at  all,  but  might  not  better  be  kept 
under  observation  at  the  City  Hospital  until  adjudged  sane 
or  insane. 

Registration  and  Statistics. 

Since  the  reorganization  of  the  department  in  June,  1899, 
much  thought  and  study  has  been  given  to  designing  and  get¬ 
ting  under  way  a  thoroughly  modern  and  scientific  system  of 
registration  of  the  entire  dependent  and  delinquent  population 
of  the  city. 

The  first  step  to  this  end  necessitated  a  careful  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  data  available  in  each  department  as  well  as  of  the 
requirements  which  each  department  concerned  might  natu¬ 
rally  make  upon  material  in  the  hands  of  other  departments 
and,  as  corollary,  upon  any  such  complete  and  efficient  sys¬ 
tem.  These  inquiries  soon  resulted  in  the  choice  of  a  partic¬ 
ular  form  of  the  card  system  suited  to  the  needs  of  each  con¬ 
tributory  department  and  yet  satisfactory  to  this  department 
as  a  central  bureau  of  registration  and  the  depository  in 
chief.  In  order  to  make  these  cards  acceptable  to  all  con¬ 
cerned,  almost  innumerable  questions  of  detail  have  had  to 
be  considered,  and  many  seemingly  insuperable  difficulties 
overcome.  At  last,  however,  sufficient  progress  has  been 
made,  so  that  the  actual  use  of  the  approved  system  could 
be  begun,  and  it  is  now  in  successful  operation  in  the  registra¬ 
tion  of  the  adult  paupers,  both  the  sane  and  the  insane,  and  the 
pauper  children,  of  the  city.  The  Penal  Institutions  Commis¬ 
sioner  has  signified  his  entire  readiness  to  co-operate,  and  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  likewise  agreed  to  adopt  the  same 
plan  ;  so  that  it  seems  likely  that  within  a  very  few  weeks  the 
entire  delinquent  population  of  the  whole  city  will  have  come 
for  the  first  time  under  a  system  of  registration  carefully 
planned  by  an  expert,  and  believed  by  the  present  head  of 
the  department  to  be  in  every  respect  modern  and  satisfac¬ 
tory.  The  immense  practical  importance  of  this  work  for 
the  scientific  and  humanitarian  conduct  of  the  public  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  city  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 
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Many  questions  relating  to  registration,  and  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  special  cards  and  systems  of  accounting,  have  also 
come  to  this  department  from  the  co-ordinated  departments, 
and  have  received  careful  attention. 

Aid  has  been  furnished  the  Trustees  for  Children  in  the 
collection  of  special  statistics  available  for  the  use  of  that 
department,  and  in  connection  with  their  accounts. 

The  Pauper  Institutions  Trustees  have  received  assistance 
from  this  department,  not  only  in  the  various  ways  already 
referred  to  above  or  to  be  mentioned  below,  but  also  in  respect 
to  the  examination  of  statistics,  the  preparation  of  tabular 
forms,  and  compilations  for  their  annual  report. 

Aid  has  been  given  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  the 
tabulation  and  analysis  of  7,237  cases  from  the  Wayfarers’ 
Lodge. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  important  steps  have 
already  been  taken  toward  making  the  Institutions  Registra¬ 
tion  Department  what  it  was  originally  intended  to  be, 
namely,  a  central  bureau  of  registration  and  co-ordination  for 
the  various  departments  connected  with  the  public  institu¬ 
tions,  and  an  aid  for  their  ultimate  federation  in  good  work. 
All  this,  however,  is  only  a  beginning,  and  at  least  two  or 
three  years  will  be  required  in  order  to  bring  to  full  develop¬ 
ment  and  perfection  the  plans  which  have  now  been  well 
begun. 

Diagrams  illustrating  the  movement  of  the  population  in 
some  of  the  city  institutions,  and  certain  statistical  tables, 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 

Weekly  Bulletin. 

Stimulated  by  a  suggestion  from  the  Insane  Hospital 
Trustees,  the  Institutions  Registration  Department  will  soon 
issue,  as  an  experiment,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  concerned,  a  Weekly  Bulletin  showing  the  movement 
of  the  population  from  week  to  week  in  the  almshouses,  in¬ 
sane  hospital  and  other  public  institutions  of  the  city,  as  well 
as  of  cases  in  public  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  Rounder  Problem. 

Acting  on  behalf  of  the  Pauper  Institutions  Trustees,  this 
Department,  on  October  1  last,  began  to  refuse  admission  to 
the  almshouse  to  able-bodied  vagrants,  and  on  their  persist¬ 
ence  in  seeking  admission  caused  their  arrest  on  the  ground 
of  vagrancy,  furnishing  to  the  court  in  each  case  evidence 
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which  appeared  to  the  department  to  be  conclusive.  Be¬ 
tween  October  1  and  February  1  the  total  number  brought 
to  trial  was  66,  of  whom  62  were  convicted  and  sentenced, 
while  four  were  acquitted.  The  following  table  furnishes 
certain  interesting  facts  concerning  these  vagrants,  perhaps 
the  most  notable  of  which  are  that  the  average  age  of  the 
men  (who  were  59  out  of  the  whole  number  66)  was  nearly 
43  years;  that  40  out  of  the  59  brought  to  trial  were  un¬ 
married,  and  that  the  average  number  of  times  which  they 
had  been  in  prison  was  more  than  ten  and  in  the  almshouse 
nearly  fifteen.  Of  the  whole  number,  59,  44  appear  to  have 
been  born  in  Boston  : 


Vagrants. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Brought  to  trial  ..... 

59 

7 

66 

Sentenced  by  court  .... 

55 

7 

62 

Acquitted  by  court  .... 

4 

— 

4 

Age,  maximum  ..... 

73 

68 

— 

Age,  minimum  ..... 

24 

34 

— 

Age,  average  ..... 

42  + 

49  + 

— 

Number  of  times  previously  in  prison  : 
Average  ...... 

10  + 

14  + 

Maximum  ...... 

49 

36 

— 

Number  of  times  previously  in  Almshouse  : 
Average  ...... 

14  + 

14  + 

Maximum  .  «•  . 

-  39 

44 

— 

Sentenced  to  State  Farm,  Bridgewater  . 

48 

— 

48 

Sentenced  to  House  of  Correction, 
Deer  Island  ..... 

.  7 

7 

14 

Social  condition  : 

Single  ...... 

40 

3 

43 

Married  .  . 

4 

— 

4 

Widowers  ...... 

13 

— 

13 

Widows  ...... 

— 

4 

4 

Separated  ...... 

2 

— 

2 

Nationality : 

United  States  ..... 

51 

2 

53 

Boston  ...... 

44  . 

2 

46 

Massachusetts  ..... 

4 

— 

4 

New  England  ..... 

1 

— 

1 

Other  States  ..... 

2 

— 

2 

England  ...... 

— 

1 

1 

Ireland  ...... 

4 

4 

8 

Nova  Scotia  ...... 

1 

— 

1 

Newfoundland  ..... 

2 

— 

2 

Spain  ....... 

1 

— 

1 
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Notes. 

Realizing  that  the  first  application  for  admission  to  an 
almshouse  is  to  men  and  women  of  respectability  always  the 
hardest,  and  that,  once  there,  they  lose  much  of  the  pride 
which  they  had  retained  up  to  the  time  of  their  application 
and  are  liable  to  become  chronic  paupers,  this  department 
has  striven  to  dissuade  applicants  of  that  class  from  perse¬ 
vering  in  what  were  virtually  attempts  to  become  pauperized 
by  admission  to  an  almshouse.  In  many  cases  it  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  providing  for  their  present  straits  by  sending  them 
to  private  societies,  or  by  giving  them  such  advice  as  has 
enabled  them  to  tide  over  the  emergency  which  prompted  the 
application. 

Occasionally,  young  men  and  young  women  have  applied 
to  this  department  for  information  relative  to  their  parents 
from  whom  they  had  been  separated  since  childhood,  and 
of  whom  they  had  not  the  slightest  knowledge.  Through 
the  medium  of  our  old  records  we  have  often  been  enabled 
to  give  the  desired  information.  One  case  in  particular  de¬ 
serves  special  mention. 

A -  B -  applied  in  August  last  for  information 

relative  to  his  mother.  He  was,  as  nearly  as  he  could  tell, 
about  twenty-four  years  old,  and  had  not  seen  his  mother 
since  he  was  taken  from  her  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Our 
matron  Mrs.  Prescott  who  has  a  remarkable  memory,  detected 
what  she  considered  to  be  a  striking  resemblance  between  him 

and  Mrs.  E -  S - ,  who  had  been  frequently  admitted 

to  the  Boston  Almshouse,  who  had  been  admitted  last  on 
January  30,  1899,  and  was  then  an  inmate.  He  was  given  a 
pass  to  the  island,  and  found  her  so  dangerously  ill  that  she 
did  not  recognize  him.  On  his  second  visit  she  recognized 
him  fully,  and  told  him  his  full  history  and  his  right  name, 
and  there  was  a  pathetic  reunion.  She  died  on  November 
8,  and  was  buried  by  her  long-lost  son,  now  a  resident  of 
Boston  and  engaged  in  a  lucrative  employment.  The  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  doing  good  to  others  by  this  department .  are 
almost  unbounded,  because  of  its  peculiar  central  and  inter¬ 
mediary  position  among  the  city  institutions. 

The  ambulance  service  of  this  department  has  proved  of 
great  importance  in  many  cases  throughout  the  year.  We 
have  conveyed  many  sick  veterans  from  their  homes  to  the 
Soldiers’  Home  in  Chelsea,  who  otherwise  would  have  had 
to  enter  our  almshouse.  Our  ambulance  has  also  been  placed 
at  the  service  of  the  Carney  Hospital,  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  the  State  Board  of  Charity  and  other  corporations  and 
individuals,  and  it  has  in  various  other  ways  proved  a  very 
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humane  and  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  work  of  this  depart¬ 
ment. 

Our  assistants  are  called  upon  during  the  year  to  visit 
many  applicants  for  admission  to  almshouses  in  various  parts 
of  the  city  and  the  suburbs.  Frequently  they  find  the  appli¬ 
cants  too  sick  to  be  removed  to  an  almshouse,  in  which  case 
they  secure  their  admission  to  the  City  Hospital,  or,  if  the 
applicants  are  too  ill  to  be  removed,  notify  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  who  furnish  physicians  and  nurses  and  all  the 
requisites  of  a  sick  room.  It  is  often  the  case  that  these 
visitors  find  families,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  small  children, 
in  such  a  pitiful  condition  as  to  appeal  powerfully  to  their 
sympathies.  The  bread-winner  is  perhaps  either  insane  or 
incapacitated  by  illness  or  other  causes  from  caring  for  them, 
and  they  are  left  entirely  destitute.  In  these  cases  our 
visitors  secure  immediate  assistance  either  through  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  or  from  private  charity.  Not  infre¬ 
quently  the  case  is  one  of  such  severity  that  they  minister  to 
its  most  pressing  wants  from  their  own  purses.  Such  occur¬ 
rences  go  to  show  that  public  officials  do  not  necessarily 
become  hardened  by  constant  contact  with  paupers,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  may  be  as  quick  to  see,  and  as  ready  to  relieve 
distress  as  those  who  have  engaged  in  the  work  from  motives 
of  pure  philanthrophy. 

Seven  inmates  of  the  Boston  Almshouse,  whose  settlement 
had  been  lost  by  reason  of  the  passage  of  chapter  425,  Acts 
of  1898,  but  whose  removal  to  a  State  almshouse  would  have 
been  a  peculiar  hardship,  have  been  enabled  to  remain 
through  the  exertions  of  this  department  in  securing  from 
the  State  Board  of  Charity  an  allowance  of  $1.00  per  week, 
for  which  sum  the  Pauper  Institutions  Trustees  were  willing 
to  permit  them  to  continue  as  inmates  of  the  Boston  Alms¬ 
house. 

Financial. 

The  expenditures  of  the  department  for  the  year  have  been 
$19,387.99.  An  itemized  statement  is  given  on  one  of  the 
following  tables.  Estimates  of  $24,500,  required  to  carry 
on  work  already  begun,  and  important  new  work  which  ought 
to  be  done  in  the  ensuing  year,  have  already  been  presented 
to  Your  Honor. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

William  T.  Sedgwick,  n( 
Institutio n s  Registrar. 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLES. 


Expenditures  for  Year  Ending  January  31,  1900. 


Salaries  and  wages  .  .  .  .  .  .  $12, 23 6  21 

Medical  services  .......  3,639  50 

Horse-keeping  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,16702 

Transportation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  836  65 

Office  expenses  and  repairs  .....  546  13 

Printing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  478  58 

Stationery  ........  307  50 

Postage  ........  101  00 

Food  .........  75  40 


Total 


$19,387  99 


Age  periods,  Pauper  Admissions  to  Boston  Almshouse,  Long 
Island  and  Charlestown,  from  January  31,  1899,  to  January  31, 


1900. 


YTears. 


No.  of 
Persons. 


U  nder 

5 

16 

u 

10 

2 

i  i 

15 

4 

u 

20 

8 

1 4 

25 

29 

44 

30 

55 

l  4 

35 

58 

4  4 

40 

75 

4  4 

45 

71 

4  4 

50 

97 

4  4 

55 

68 

4  4 

60 

77 

4  4 

65 

68 

4  4 

70 

52 

4  4 

75 

43 

4  4 

80 

23 

4  4 

85 

14 

44 

90 

4 

4  4 

95 

1 

Total  . 

• 

• 

• 

765 

There  were  eleven  births  at  Long  Island  during  the  year,  and 
thev  are  included  in  the  above  admissions. 


Institutions  Registration  Department. 
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Inventory  of  Property  in  the  Possession  of  this 

Department. 


Furniture , 

6  charts  on  wall. 

2  book-cases. 

1  clothes  cabinet,  containing  6 
lockers. 

1  counter. 

1  safe. 

3  roll-top  desks. 

2  typewriter’s  desks,  1  roll  top,  1 
plain. 

2  typewriters  (Hammond). 

3  cabinets,  2  for  settlement  his¬ 
tories,  1  for  correspondence. 

Examining  PI 

2  oil  cloths. 

1  roll-top  desk. 

1  book-case. 

1  lounge. 

Mr.  Prescott's 

8  volumes  commitment  records. 


ice  Room  2. 

1  cabinet,  30  drawers  for  cards. 

1  cabinet,  20  drawers,  index  to 
above  cabinet. 

2  accountant’s  desks. 

15  chairs. 

1  small  table. 

1  telephone  and  sound  booth  for 
same. 

Miscellaneous  office  stationery. 

1  letter  press  and  cabinet  for  same. 


sicians '  Office. 

1  small  table. 

7  chairs. 

49  volumes  medical  records. 
Miscellaneous  stationery. 

Office ,  Room  1. 

About  500  printed  forms  for  com¬ 
mitment  for  insane. 


Basement. 


1  iron  bed. 

1  rubber  mattress  and  pillow. 
3  tables. 

1  desk. 


4  settees. 

2  cabinets  (formerly  used  for  set¬ 
tlement  histories). 


Transportation. 


1  carriage. 

2  horses  for  above  carriage. 

1  set  double  harness. 

2  stable  blankets. 

2  street  blankets. 

1  whip. 

1  sleigh  (old). 

1  ambulance. 

2  stretchers. 


2  mattresses  for  stretchers. 
4  blankets  for  stretchers. 

1  horse. 

1  harness. 

1  stable  blanket. 

1  street  blanket. 

1  robe. 

1  whip. 


Records. 

Miscellaneous  volumes  containing  records  of  admissions  to  almshouses 
and  other  institutions. 

4  account  books  (1  bill  book,  1  journal,  1  expenditure  book,  1  ledger). 

2  volumes  records,  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

About  40,000  settlement  histories  (written). 

Miscellaneous  volumes,  such  as  Boston  directories,  Acts  and  Resolves, 
tax  books,  settlement  records  and  reports  of  various  kinds. 

About  22,000  cards  containing  records  of  admissions  to  the  Institutions 
filed  in  tin  boxes  (old). 

About  8,000  same  as  above  (unused). 

About  2,000  envelopes. 

2,000  index  cards,  insane  patients  in  Institutions. 

About  10,000  large  cards  (new  cards). 

About  4,000  investigation  reports. 


Institutions  Registration  Department. 
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Boston  Cases  in  State  Institutions  for  Quarter  Ending 


March 

31,  1899. 

June 

30,  1899. 

September 
30,  1899. 

December 
31,  1899. 

GO 

<D 

f— ( 

c3 

M 

GO 

3 

S 

<D 

"3 

o 

EH 

GO 

<D 

*3 

M 

& 

CO 

<d 

g 

CD 

3 

4-* 

O 

Eh 

GO 

<D 

c3 

CO 

CD 

3 

S 

3 

0 

EH 

GO 

CD 

3 

s 

GO 

CD 

3 

s 

<D 

3 

0 

•H 

Danvers  Hospital. 

Last  report . 

25 

48 

73 

27 

46 

73 

25 

49 

74 

26 

47 

73 

Admitted . 

4 

1 

5 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Discharged . 

2 

3 

5 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  •  • 

4 

4 

2 

3 

5 

Remaining . 

27 

46 

73 

25 

49 

74 

26 

47 

73 

29 

43 

72 

Taunton  Hospital. 

Last  report . 

16 

52 

68 

17 

55 

72 

18 

53 

71 

23 

54 

77 

Admitted . . 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

2 

6 

5 

11 

.... 

3 

3 

Discharged . 

2 

2 

,  ,  ,  , 

3 

3 

1 

4 

5 

4 

3 

7 

Remaining . 

17 

55 

72 

18 

53 

71 

23 

54 

77 

19 

54 

73 

Worcester  Hospital. 

Last  report . 

14 

66 

80 

13 

64 

77 

15 

62 

77 

15 

65 

80 

Admitted . 

1 

6 

7 

4 

6 

10 

3 

7 

10 

4 

10 

14 

Discharged . 

2 

8 

10 

2 

8 

10 

3 

4 

7 

3 

5 

8 

Remaining . 

13 

64 

77 

15 

62 

77 

15 

65 

80 

16 

70 

86 

Worcester  Asylum. 

Last  report . 

60 

73 

133 

60 

74 

134 

62 

80 

142 

62 

80 

142 

Admitted . 

2 

2 

4 

6 

10 

1 

1 

Discharged . r  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

] 

1 

] 

3 

4 

Remaining . *. . . . 

60 

74 

134 

62 

80 

142 

62 

80 

142 

61 

77 

133 

Westboro’  Hospital. 

Last  report . 

40 

102 

142 

41 

98 

139 

46 

94 

140 

44 

89 

133 

Admitted . 

6 

8 

14 

6 

5 

11 

1 

4 

5 

1 

7 

8 

Discharged . 

5 

12 

17 

1 

9 

10 

3 

9 

12 

4 

3 

7 

Remaining . 

41 

98 

139 

46 

94 

140 

44 

89 

133 

41 

S3 

134 

Medfield  Insane  Asylum. 

Last  report . 

53 

206 

259 

122 

202 

324 

124 

240 

364 

132 

244 

376 

Admitted . 

70 

.... 

70 

6 

40 

46 

11 

12 

23 

2 

11 

13 

Discharged . 

1 

4 

5 

4 

2 

6 

3 

8 

11 

2 

7 

9 

Remaining . 

122 

202 

324 

124 

240 

364 

132 

244 

376 

132 

248 

380 

Tewksbury  Asylum. 

Last  report . 

10 

61 

71 

10 

59 

69 

10 

58 

68 

9 

60 

69 

Admitted . 

2 

2 

2 

Discharged . 

2 

2 

.... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  •  • 

3 

3 

Remaining . 

10 

59 

69 

io 

58 

68 

9 

60 

69 

9 

59 

68 

Bridgewater  Asylum. 

Last  report . 

35 

•  •  •  • 

35 

37 

•  •  •  • 

37 

36 

•  •  •  • 

36 

35 

•  •  •  • 

35 

Admitted . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Discharged . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Remaining . 

37 

.... 

37 

36 

.... 

36 

35 

.... 

35 

36 

. . . . 

36 

Insane  Boarders. 

- 

Last  report . 

2 

27 

29 

2 

24 

26 

2 

22 

24 

2 

24 

26 

Admitted . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Discharged . 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Remaining . 

2 

24 

26 

2 

22 

24 

2 

24 

26 

2 

24 

26 

Feeble-Minded,  Children. 

Last  report . 

26 

26 

52 

27 

28 

55 

29 

28 

57 

27 

30 

57 

Admitted . 

3 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

6 

2 

8 

Discharged . 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

3 

3 

Remaining . 

27 

28 

55 

29 

28 

57 

27 

30 

57 

33 

29 

62 

Hospital  Cottages,  Children. 

Last  report . 

11 

4 

15 

12 

4 

16 

10 

5 

15 

11 

4 

15 

Admitted . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Discharged . 

1 

1 

'  ~2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Remaining . 

12 

4 

16 

10 

5 

15 

ii 

4 

15 

ii 

3 

14 

Institutions  Registration  Department 


15 


Boston  Cases  in  State  Institutions  for  Quarter  Ending — Concluded. 


March 
31,  1899. 


June 
30,  1899. 


September 
30,  1899. 


Debember 
31.  1899, 


GO 


o> 


State  Almshouse,  Children. 

Last  report . 

Admitted . 

Discharged . 

Remaining . 


3 

2 

1 


Massachusetts  Hospital  for 
Epileptics,  Children. 

Last  report . 

Admitted . 

Discharged . 

Remaining . 


3 

1 

2 


3 

1 

2 


1 

1 


1 

1 


2 

2 


Massachusetts  Hospital  for 
Dipsomaniacs. 

Last  report . 

Admitted . 

Discharged . 

Remaining . 


66 

28 

28 

66 


66 

28 

28 

66 


66 

25 

47 

44 


66 

25 

47 

44 


44 

26 

30 

40 


44 

26 

30 

40 


40 

62 

28 

74 


40 

62 

28 

74 


Massachusetts  Hospital  for 
Epileptics. 

Last  report . 

Admitted . 

Discharged . 

Remaining . 


9 

4 

1 

12 


11 

1 

12 


20 

5 

1 

24 


12 


12 


2 

10 


24 


6 

18 


8  10 
2  2 


18 

4 


10 


12 


22 


10 

5 

2 

13 


12 

2 

1 

13 


22 

7 

3 

26 


Feeble  Minded. 

Last  report.. .. 

Admitted . 

Discharged.. . . 
Remaining . 


23 


35 


58 


23 

2 


35 


58 

2 


23 


35 


58 


25 


35 


60 


25 

*i* 

24 


35 

1 


36 


60 

1 

1 

60 


24  36 

....  1 
.. ..  1 
24  36 


60 

1 

1 

60 


Massachusetts  Hospital 
Consumptives. 

Last  report . 

Admitted . 

Discharged . 

Remaining . 


for 


3 

1 

2 


3 

1 

2 


State  Almshouse. 

Last  report . 

Admitted .  3 

Discharged . : .  3 

Remaining . 


2 

2 

3 

1 


2 

5 

6 

1 


Total  remaining,  males .  471  450  460 

Total  remaining,  females .  '  702  736  745 


502 

750 


Aggregate 


1,173 


1,190 


1,205 


1,250 
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Children  at  Parental.  School  indicated  thus  at  House  of  Reformation,  thus 
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